into it with fourteen galleys. He w^nt out of it with twenty-six. He
had lost only one vessel of his own, whilst he had captured thirteen of
Dragufs. And this excluded the crippled Corsair galley that had
never issued from the creek and Dragut's flagship, which had gone
aground. The first was too seriously damaged to be worth appro-
, priating. But her crew was made captive and sent to the rowers'
benches, and her Christian gangs were set free. The second was loft
impaled upon the rocks of the Mola; but from her, too, the "gangs were
removed and delivered of their chains, whilst from her hold was
recovered the great treasures of gold and gems of which Dragut had
plundered Palma and the three hundred captives—the youths and
maidens of Majorca—destined to the slave-markets of Barbary. In
addition to these, and including in the count" the slaves released from
the oars, it was computed that Prospero had that day delivered from
captivity upwards of three thousand Christian slaves, whilst taking
prisoner somtrtwo thousand Moslems to man the Imperial galleys.
With the captured vessels now rowed by their erstwhile masters,
under the whip of those who yesterday had been their slaves, Prosperous
augmented and now imposing if battered fleet entered the Port of
Mahon with banners flying, drums beating and trumpets flourishing.
The Minorcans, who from the headlands on either side of the inlet
had watched the battle, crowded to the quays of Mahon to receive,
embrace and caress these gallant warriors to whom they owed their
own preservation and the deliverance from captivity of their Balearic
brethren.
Whilst the captains were banqueted by the Spanish Governor, the
troops were feasted by the townsfolk, filled with wine and laden with
gifts. On Friday a Te Deum was sung in the Cathedral, to return
thanks for the preservation of Mahon, and the Archbishop came over
from Majorca to preach a sermon in which he superlatively lauded the
valour of *he little squadron that—in his own happy phrase—had dealt
with the Barbary ravishers as David had dealt with Goliath. On
Saturday a Requiem Mass was sung for some four hundred Christians
who had fallen in the fight, and again the Archbishop preached, on a
text this time of "Dulce et decorum est pro Patria mori".
Three days the Neapolitan squadron remained in Mahon, over-
whelmed by Minorcan hospitality, whilst the galleys, many of which
had suffered damage more or less severe, were being restored to a sea-
worthy condition, re-equipped, victualled and re-ordered in the matter
of their crews.
On the following Monday, at last, just one week after leaving
Naples, on a hope regarded as forlorn, they weighed anchor, leaving
behind them in the care of the Minorcans some three hundred
wounded who were unfit to travel. On the same day a Minorcan
frigate set out from Mahon for Barcelona, with letters for the Emperor
from Governor and Archbishop. Tn these they sent His Majesty an
account of the glorious victory of Cape La Mola and the annihilation
of Dragut-Reis and his formidable fleet, in terms which painted the
achievement as even more fantastically splendid than it actually was*
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